
 

  

WELCOME 

 

You may recently have joined Gloucestershire Tree Group or have just come across this as 

someone who is interested in trees.  To all of you, welcome.  As 2020 draws to a close, many of us 

will be hoping for a less turbulent year in 2021 and looking to get back to doing the things that we 

enjoy. 

Since you are reading this, those activities may well include something involving the world of trees.  

Through the pandemic, even if we have been limited in our movements, trees have been there. 

They grow, yes.  But some of them get sick too. They need our help and they need our voice.  And 

since we need trees, we must give them that voice.  We must promote them and their wellbeing, so 

that they can improve our environment. 

I wouldn't claim that Gloucestershire Tree Group (GTG for short) can save the world, but this new 

group has been "sown" by people who care about trees.  We can plant, nurture, maintain, enjoy 

and, at least try to protect them.  We can speak out about the importance of trees.  The more we 



do it, the more people may come on board. Hopefully, our seedling group will thrive and grow into 

a mature specimen in time. And like many a tree, whose roots can spread wide, ours are not 

limited by county boundaries - we want to share with anyone who would like to be involved with us.  

And we know from past experience that tree people are friendly people. 

So, what have we got for you? Well, to be honest, the diary doesn't yet contain too many events to 

get out and meet up - our fines pot isn't big enough! But we are looking into programme options 

and as more people join we can get a better idea of demand.  The intention in the new year is to 

add a questionnaire to the website to enable you to tell us in which areas your interest lies.  We will 

be expanding the website to provide more information and, we hope, items to draw your attention. 

For now, this magazine is fairly short, but is a start along the winding footpath that leads through 

the trees.  We wish you all a happy, but above all a safe and well, Christmas and New Year. 

 

Please pass on the word! 
 

We have a number of contacts across the tree world.  But we want to spread the word even 
farther. Please mention us to anyone you know who may be interested.  For anyone who has come 
across this away from our website please find us at: https://www.glostreegroup.org/ 
 

 



AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PROCESS OF TREE AND SHRUB IDENTIFICATION 
(by courtesy of Hugh Angus) 

 
I remember walking onto the beach at Lyme Regis, to look for fossils and reading that the best 
thing to take onto the beach was a good pair of eyes.  The same applies with tree and shrub 
identification.  Good observational qualities are essential for anyone wishing to be successful.  
Patience is also helpful as it has sometimes taken a number of years before I got an answer to 
some plants that I have first encountered.  A good camera can also be very helpful as this allows 
us to capture information and details that we may have missed in that first excitement of discovery.  
This leads us on nicely to the question of what are we looking for and this covers many things and 
hopefully brings out the detective in us.  Over the next few paragraphs I will take you through my 
process of identification and hope that it may help you in your endeavours.  
 
I guess we should also say that when you are first starting, then getting to a genus level in itself is 
no mean achievement.  After studying and enjoying trees all my life I am still quite happy with this 
at times.  This is particularly so with some of the big group of plants such as eucalyptus, 
rhododendrons and oak.  With around 600 plus species in each genus and numerous cultivars it is 
just about impossible to get to species level by just seeing the leaves.  Some species are of course 
immediately recognizable from leaves alone.  This to some degree is also a process of elimination 
and playing the odds.  For instance if I am out in the countryside around Malmesbury and I come 
across a large oak with typical oak like leaves and a short petiole then I would be fairly happy to 
identify it as Quercus robur, Common Oak.  If I am walking around Kew and come across the same 
situation then it gets much more complicated and I would probably fall back on ‘it’s an oak’.  I feel it 
is vitally important that you do not name a plant if you are not sure what it is.  In some cases 
however I would often say this plant looks very much like and if you ever see a plant name with aff. 
(affinis : having affinity with, near to) between the genus and species name then the person 
naming it is really saying it looks very much like this but I can’t be absolutely sure.  Always a good 
‘get out’ clause! 
 
For the purposes of this article I am presuming several things but most of all that most of us can 
differentiate between a conifer and a broadleaved tree?  If not, then many good books can help 
with this issue. 

 

 
Fraxinus chinensis Rhynchophylla - Chinese ash 



Okay let’s start with the thing that is on the plant for most of the year and most of us tend to look at 
immediately, the leaves.  Firstly we should decide whether it is a simple leaf, one made up of 
various leaflets or a conifer.  I will not go into details of these but our common Sycamore is a good 
example of a simple leaf while Ash is a good example of a compound leaf and Scots Pine a 
conifer, see images.  Many good books can give you greater detail about this than I can in the few 
paragraphs I have here.  What is essential is that you pick a typical leaf from the tree in question 
and this can be much harder than anticipated and at times we have all been guilty of using the first 
leaf one sees when trying to put a name to a plant.  Once you have a typical leaf selected then just 
what are the details you need to look at and record if you do not immediately identify the plant: 

 Size, both length and width; 

 Overall shape; 

 Are the margins toothed and if so what type of teeth?; 

 How long is the petiole and this can be very variable, does it have a groove is it round, flat 
etc?; 

 Does the leaf have any lobes, such as the Sycamore? - if so how many; 

 What is the texture of the leaf like, is it likely to be evergreen or deciduous?; 

 If you have a conifer leaf then deciding on the genus is relatively simple the vast majority of 
times; 

 What type of hairs are present, if any and are they a particular colour?  Again remember 
that the later in the season the less helpful hairs become, they can drop off or get 
discoloured; 

 What is the arrangement of leaves on the shoot?  Most can be categorised as opposite or 
alternate.  Sycamore for example are decussate, in opposite pairs, each pair at right angles 
to the next.  This is very distinctive of the Maples, the genus Acer. 

 

 
Acer pseudoplatanus - Sycamore 

 
Leaves are probably what most of us start with, but at times it is simply not enough to have a 
typical leaf and this is where it is important to get as many clues as you can.  Other elements play 
their part depending on the season and two of the more useful are fruits and flowers. Though they 
rarely lead to a particular species, they can very often confirm that you have the correct genus.  



This in combination with other features often leads to a species.  With fruits -  and I include the 
seeds in with this - then I would look for: 

 Size and number of both fruit, seeds and flowers can be critical, lots of small fruits or 
flowers in bunches may suggest a Sorbus whilst a few large/larger fruits and flowers may 
suggest a Malus, an Apple; 

 How many petals does the flower have, this can help differentiate between two very similar 
plants, Deutzia have 5 petals and Philadelphus have 4 petals; 

 

  

Deutzia Philadelphus 

 
 Colour can also be most important and this also applies to any visible seeds; 

 Is the fruit woody or fleshy in texture?  Beware a few deciduous plants such as Alder do 
produce a woody fruit containing seed; 

 If fruit are relatively hard and woody in nature then there is a good case to presume it is a 
conifer.  Note whether the cone is upright or pendulous on the shoot, does it disintegrate 
on the tree or fall off whole.  This is particularly helpful in confirming that you have the 
correct genus. 

 
Buds, bark and shoots, during the winter months, can be helpful to the overall identification 
process but rarely will they suggest a species on their own.  Some will however put a plant in a 
particular group within a genus.  A good example of this are the buds on a specific group of 
maples.  If you have decided that the plant is a maple then the buds, if they are stalked (see 
image) reduces the choice of species from around 200 down to around 20.   
 

 
Acer davidii - Père David's Maple 



 
Other things to consider with buds and shoots are: 
 

 Shape of bud, some can be quite square in shape.  Does it have a rounded or pointed 
end?; 

 Is the bud sticky?; 

 How many bud scales does it have and are they overlapping? Some have only two whilst 
some have many; 

 Are the scales, shoots hairy? 

 Colour can also be important; 

 Bark can be most attractive but whether it is fissured, flaking or smooth is probably the 
most helpful thing to record. 
 

Lastly I always look at the form and habit of a particular specimen that I am working on.  This at 
times is critical to the identification process.  With young plants this can be difficult but one can 
often get a feel as to whether it is going to make a large tree or a small shrub.  This can lead you 
very quickly to a genus or species.  Form and habit also has its difficulties with big groups of trees, 
such as the oaks, as they can be huge trees or small shrubs. 
 
Well, I guess that gives a fairly brief introduction to what to look for, the next step is then to 
translate this into the full identification of the species involved and for this you need to consult an 
information source.  For my generation this involved getting a book out of the library, but today the 
web and various chat rooms on the web can be very helpful.  Which you choose is entirely down to 
personal preference and I wish you every success.  The most important thing is that you have a 
go, no one minds if you get it wrong  - all of us have at some stage and we all learn as we go 
along.  

 
Hugh C. Angus - Freelance Dendrologist 

 

 

 

 

 



            QUIZ - AN A - Z OF TREES         

I won't claim that this is so exciting, you need to squeeze it in between Christmas dinner 

and the Queen's address to the nation, but you might pass a few minutes going through it. 

And of course, when you have the answers if you don't know enough about any of them, 

look them up!    Some clues are straightforward - others slightly cryptic. 

A Arrange care for this  

B Sounds sandy 

C Type of oak found in bottles 

D Scottish botanist with a fir named after him 

E Wych tree is this? 

F Belongs to relatives 

G Maidenhair tree 

H Carol - H and I. In Latin they become I and H! 

I Catalpa bignonioides 

J Has connections with gin 

K Associated with the smell of burnt sugar in autumn 

L A Hardy tree? or one to rest on? 

M Sorbus found along the B4275 

N A member of the myristica family. Its seed is covered in mace  

O Would you want a Turkey one for Christmas? 

P Approved of in East London, we hear 

Q Aloidendron dichotomum 

R Hyperion is a very well known one 

S Euonymus variety that was used to make wooden rods known as this 

T A liriodendron, also known as Canary whitewood 

U Schefflera arboricola - useful when it is wet 

V Sweet acacia 

W Uncontrolled opening shot in tennis 

X Genus of the willow family, logwoods 

Y Goes backwards at the entrance to Weymouth 

Z (There aren't many to choose from)  Japanese Elm 

 

 



 Ode On A Plastic Tree    

Tree lovers never want to see 
So vile-a-thing as a plastic tree 
It has no charm, it has no grace 

A total utter waste of space. 
 

It has no character, I fear 
It is the same every year. 

So boring that you have to dust it 
Until the day you gladly bust it. 

 
No environmental need it serves 

But depletes the earth of oil reserves. 
It is never outside on our farms 

No birds have rested in its arms. 
 

From its factory pollution passes 
While real trees use up greenhouse gasses. 

And when at last it's had its day 
It’s still a pain to throw away. 

 
You can’t recycle it, nor chip it 

But can only bin or tip it. 
And yet on top of all this racket 

It even costs a tidy packet. 
 

So this advice we give for free 
Get a real Christmas tree. 

 

 

 

THE IMPACT OF TREES 

There are always lots of tasks to be undertaken, but in winter particularly when it might not be 
practical to "do", it can be a good idea to think.  
 
You are interested in trees, so you are probably already aware of how good they are for our world.  
Here,  I just want to remind you of how good they are for our mind, our wellbeing, for the feel good 
factor - those factors that are hard to put a value on. Here I want to leave aside their monetary 
value - as timber, fruit or other crop worth; to leave aside the benefits of trees in providing say a 
wind break or preventing soil erosion.  What does a tree do to the view? 
 
And we know that there are many, many fine specimens up and down the country apart from in our 
arboretums and country estates.  But there are also many ordinary or indeed, downright 
nondescript trees which still can speak to us by the way they impact upon the view. 
 
If you made a close inspection of the trees in the sunset on the second page, I'm sure you would 
find ample mediocrity, broken limbs and the like.  Yet with the right light they are a joy (well, to me 
anyway).  There is snow on the ground, but that isn't really relevant, it is the winter bareness and 
the profile along in this instance with the sunset, which I think makes it. 
 
Anyone who has driven (or been a passenger on) the A429 Fosse Way south of Northleach is 
almost bound to have noticed the avenue of trees on the side road, a little north-east of Stowell 
Park.  You almost have to look.  When you turn off to examine it, you find a simple straight road 
between two dry stone walls with flat fields on either side.  Would you notice it without the trees? 



Here it is, a little autumn colour left (taken in November).  It draws the eye.  Yes, it might detract 
from a nice bit of dry stone walling, but it defines that particular tiny bit of the landscape. 

 

 
 

Now, let's change perspective - from 
landscape to portrait view.  There might still 
have been a photo to be had at Lower 
Slaughter if the tree hadn't been there.  It 
would almost certainly have been a landscape 
view, because 50% of virtually clear blue sky 
wouldn't have gone down well.  OK, I confess 
the view would probably be better with a 
smooth river for a reflection and even at a 
different time of day to eliminate some 
shadow on the properties at the right.  But the 
tree makes the view. I can go back at a 
different time and have another memory, get a 
different view. As long as the tree is there. 
 
As long as the trees are there. We must 
appreciate them, while we can - do what we 
can to conserve them. When the worst comes 
to the worst, (and preferably 20, 30, 40 years 
ago?) we have to put our support behind 
sensible, structured programmes to replace 
them. 
 
Ah, well, better leave that one for later.  Back 
now to the topic.  

 

 

 

 



It is of course fair to say that just as beauty is in the eye of the beholder, what treescape will stay in 
one's mind may well leave another totally cold and unimpressed. After all, if we all wanted to live in 
one type of house and shop at the same supermarket (/farmer's market/village co-operative), then 
the world would be a strange place indeed. [Editor's comment - "And it isn't a strange place now?!]   
 
Never mind, if you will stay with me, I'll go back to the point about nondescript trees, or even 
scruffy ones. I will now half apologise for taking you on a tour to the south coast. The first photo 
below tells its own story of a struggle against nature and I think it can stand alone as a message 
about the impact a tree can have on the view. 
 

 
However, small, on the horizon between the two trees is Thorncombe Beacon, which is one clue.  
But it probably takes a look back at the near 200m height of Golden Cap and the sea below to fully 
realise what these trees have gone through, how they have fought to survive and to make their 
own unique impact on the view. 
` 

 

 
And, not far away, would I have taken this next photo but for the windswept, leafless, late season 
impact of this tree (even with the cow posing centre stage)? 
 



 

 

Whether or not my mind's view, through the camera lens, matches yours, I do hope I have given 

you a little food for thought.  

Don't just look at trees, SEE them - and see how they can impact on their surroundings, your 

surroundings and what they can do for you. And see what you can do for them! 

I DIG TREES 

A number of our readers will be familiar with the I Dig Trees scheme, so apologies for giving a little 

background for those who haven't heard of it. 

For some years now The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) have put in lots of effort to publicise  this 

programme which distributes free young trees - whips - to community groups around the country. 

OVO Energy are the generous sponsors. Each autumn TCV email those groups which have 

previously registered, as well as making the scheme known to new groups.  Trees are offered in 

packs of 50 - 10 each of 5 species.  These come in 4 options, covering trees suitable for parkland 

settings, for large gardens, for small gardens and lastly, a wildlife and shrubs pack, which contains 

some hedgerow varieties. Packs also come with bamboo canes for support and, if required, plastic 

spiral guards.  If your request is approved supplies generally are deliverable from late November, 

with distribution by carriers.  This must be quite an undertaking, since the total number on offer in 

2020 was 370,000!  To date a total of nearly 1.5 million has been available. 

Whilst many groups apply for planting themselves, it is also open to what you might call umbrella 

groups. Although GTG was only at the "drawing board" stage when this year's offer came out, we 

obtained 300 trees for some of our existing contacts.  We managed to obtain delivery on 27th 

November - just in time for National Tree Planting Week. 



One batch of 50 of the wildlife and shrub 

selection went to The Friends of Saint John the 

Baptist Churchyard, Cirencester whose working 

party was ready to go.  They have been working 

on a renovation programme for some time and 

this fitted nicely into their plans.  Five days after 

delivery the trees were planted. 

Now, I can guess what you have been thinking. 

And you are quite right. It is of very little value 

(and in fact, a great deal of waste) if people go 

around planting trees - and then stop. A bit like 

the old advert, "A dog is for life, not just for 

Christmas".  It must be stressed, especially to 

those 'not in the know', that newly planted trees 

must be given appropriate care and 

maintenance, including watering if necessary, 

clearing of weeds and for instance making sure 

any guards do not hamper a trees development. 

And way before the planting point, always 

consider what should be planted where - the 

right tree in the right place. 

 

John Tiffney of The Friends of SJB 

 

Quiz Answers - You didn't think we would leave you without them, did you?  
 

 
 
 

 Gloucestershire Tree Group is a new voluntary body aiming to bring together like-minded people 

looking to promote, conserve and enjoy trees.   

We are still in the early stages of our formation but intend to be able, pandemic willing, in 2021 to 

put forward information, training, visits etc to interest you all. 

We are grateful for the support of: 

Batsford Arboretum & Garden Centre 

Cotswold Tree Surgeons 

MDH Forestry Services Ltd 

Tree Maintenance Ltd 

Gloucestershire Tree Group can be contacted by email at: glostreegroup@gmail.com 


